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CHESHIRE & GREATER MANCHESTER JUNIOR HOCKEY COMPETITIONS SEASON 2021/22
Dear clubs, 

Welcome to the 2021/22 Cheshire and Greater Manchester Junior Hockey Competitions. Under the new England Hockey governance, Cheshire Hockey Association will be overseeing Junior Hockey Development, including Junior Club Competitions. The Cheshire and Greater Manchester Junior Competitions working group have been meeting to plan the competitions in line with England Hockey’s Competition framework. 

Greater Manchester has run a very successful league for a number of years and we would like to adopt their format and rules for the leagues. We are planning to use different venues throughout Cheshire and thank you to the clubs who have already offered their facilities. For this season we are trialling putting clubs into clusters to avoid a lot of travelling. 
	East and Greater Manchester Cluster
	Central Cluster
	West Cluster

	Timperley HC
	Wilmslow HC
	Chester HC

	Urmston HC
	Macclesfield HC
	Oxton HC

	Sale HC
	Alderley Edge HC
	Neston HC

	Brooklands HC
	Crewe Vagrants HC
	Bebington HC

	Bowdon HC 
	Sandbach HC
	Deeside Ramblers HC 

	Didsbury Northern HC
	Triton HC
	Runcorn HC 

	Stockport Bramhall/Heaton Moor Juniors HC 
	Winnington Park HC
	Golborne HC 

	Oldham HC
	Lymm HC
	

	Bolton HC
	Warrington HC 
	

	Bury Jaguars HC
	
	

	Rochdale HC 
	
	

	* other clubs may be added


The plans for this season are as follows:

· U8 Mixed: 2 Quicksticks festivals, one before and one after Christmas.
· U10 & U12 Girls and Boys Leagues: 7 dates in the league throughout the season.
· IN2Hockey Tournament for U10 and U12 Boys and Girls.
· U14 Girls and Boys: 7–aside development competition to be arranged between clubs. Contact numbers will be provided of those clubs interested in playing these games. To be discussed at the clubs meeting.
Competition dates 2021-22
Host clubs to be decided once entries are finalised. An updated version of this table will be forwarded to you prior to the start of the season.
	DATE
	AGE
	EAST (GM)
	CENTRAL
	WEST

	26/9/21
	U10
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	NESTON

	3/10/21
	U12
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	NESTON

	10/10/21
	U8
	2-5 for all players
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	NESTON

	17/10/21
	U10
	2-3:30 Boys

3:30-5 Girls
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	CHESTER

	31/10/21
	U12
	2-3:30 Boys

3:30-5 Girls
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	OXTON

	7/11/21
	U10
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	CHESTER

	14/11/21
	U12
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	OXTON

	28/11/21
	U10
	2-3:30 Boys

3:30-5 Girls
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	OXTON

	5/12/21
	U12
	2-3:30 Boys

3:30-5 Girls
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	CHESTER 

	

	16/1/22
	U10
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	OXTON

TBC

	23/1/22
	U12
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	OXTON 

TBC

	20/2/22
	U10
	2-3:30 Boys

3:30-5 Girls
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	OXTON

TBC

	27/2/22
	IN2Hockey Tournament U10 and U12 Boys and girls

	6/3/22

	U12
	2-3:30 Boys

3:30-5 Girls
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	OXTON

TBC

	13/3/22
	U8
	2-5 for all players
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	OXTON

TBC

	27/3/22
	U10
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	ALSAGER 
	OXTON

TBC

	10/4/22
	U12
	2-3:30 Girls

3:30-5 Boys
	ARMITAGE CENTRE
	CREWE
	OXTON

TBC


East and Greater Manchester Cluster
These tournaments will take place at the Armitage Centre.
Central Cluster
These tournaments will take place at either Crewe Hockey Club or Alsager Sports Hub.
West Cluster

These tournaments will take place at either Neston Hockey Club, Chester Hockey Club or Oxton Hockey Club. 
Competition fixtures for U10/12s are to run from 2pm-3.30pm then 3.30-5pm and teams are to register 15 minutes prior to their fixture commencing to ensure prompt starts. 
All spectators must watch games well back from the side of the pitch adjacent to the perimeter fence and not from behind the goal line.  Players & managers from the match being played only should be on the side of the pitch. 

Cheshire and Greater Manchester Junior Committee contact details
Chair of the new Cheshire and Greater Manchester Junior Committee and the East/GM cluster lead:
David Hannam 
djhannam@btinternet.com 
01706 211283 (H) 07729994479 (M)
Central cluster lead:
Nathan Watson

nath_watson94@hotmail.co.uk
07946 235467

West cluster lead:
Julia Harries
julia.harries@btinternet.com
07932 962927

Entry secretary:
Louise Broome 
louisebroome@me.com 

07899 950337
Results secretary:
Sam Barton  
Sammy_safc@yahoo.co.uk
07866179329

Annie Rogan
Annie_rogan@hotmail.co.uk 
Cheshire/GM representative on the new NW Junior Leagues and Competitions Committee
Meetings with clubs
2 meetings per year (in September and April) will be held where participating clubs can discuss junior hockey issues and related decisions may be made. Dates of meetings:
Monday 20th September 2021, 19:30 – 20:30
April - TBC
Competition rules
Entry fees:
Under 8 Festivals: £24 per team

Under 10 competitions: £154 per team

Under 12 competitions: £154 per team
Due on October 1st 2021
Fees can be paid in either of 2 ways:
1) The full cost on October 1st
2) Half the cost on 1st October and half on 31st January.

Payment by Bank Transfer (Preferred) – 
Bank details  
Cheshire Hockey Association. 

A/c No. 30753287, Sort Code 01-03-69. 

PLEASE NAME YOUR CLUB

REFERENCE: Greater Manchester and Cheshire Junior Hockey Competitions
Payment by Cheque
Cheques made to Cheshire Hockey Association and sent with the entry form to: 
Louise Broome

Brooms Farm

Wincle

Macclesfield    SK11 0QL

Age groups
There will be competitions for the following age groups based on school year (Sept 1st) qualification:

Under 8:
 4 a side Quicksticks (up to and including year 2/3)

Under 10:
 7 a side In2Hockey (up to and including year 4/5)

Under 12:
 7 a side In2Hockey (up to and including year 6/7)

Players in every U10 and U12 competition MUST be of the same gender except that 2 girls may be on the pitch at any one time in the U10 Boys competition.
The U8 festivals will be mixed gender. 
New rules may be introduced as needed as the season progresses with the approval of competing clubs.
If a club finds it has a genuine clash of dates with England Hockey national competitions there can be a reduction of the entrance fee for that team of £24 per date clash. This must be pointed out at the start of the season by the club. No rebates will be given once the fees have been paid.
Results and scoring
The matches will be scored as detailed below:
3 points for a win

1 point for a draw

0 points for a loss
When a club enters two teams it should give each team a name rather than naming them ‘A’ and ‘B’.
A team will lose 2-0 if they share players from another team, with the exception of the goalkeeper.  Managers of participating teams can agree to waver these conditions prior to the start of the day’s play if they feel that it will improve the spirit of the event.
In the interests of safety clubs are strongly recommended to play a kitted out goalkeeper. 
Teams are allowed a maximum of 6 outfield players on the pitch at all times i.e. no kitted out goalkeeper - play with 6 players.
Match day
Each day to be run by nominated host clubs on a rota basis – set before the start of the season. The host clubs will have the following responsibilities:
· Convene a meeting of team managers 15 minutes prior to the start of matches to agree the day’s programme.

· Ensure goal posts are in correct position.
· Ensure the pitches have been marked correctly by the centre.
· Provide central timing and sound the whistle/horn/bell for half and full time. (stopwatch to be supplied by the host club).
· Ensure that umpires are on the pitch.
· Enforce the rules of the league.
· Call emergency services as necessary.
· Collect results.
· Collect team sheets and send results to:
The results secretary: 
Sam Barton

Sammy_safc@yahoo.co.uk 
Results should be recorded using the specific excel results sheet and emailed asap to the results secretary.   
· If necessary, complete the ‘Competition Day Issues’ document only if you feel that an issue(s) needs to be brought to the attention of the organising committee.
If there are any problems experienced with markings or goals then contact the centre management. 
First named team to:

· Supply match ball

· Change kit if there is a colour clash

Teams to register a team sheet for each day of play (names and dates of birth only). These will be provided by and collected by the host club. 
Managers are asked to consider the suitability of players who are very young or are playing in an older age competition – for their own safety.
If clubs are unable to participate on a day of competition it is their responsibility to inform the league organiser and host club no later than the Thursday before the competition is scheduled to take place. 

Each team is responsible for their first aid and MUST have a first aid kit.

Fixtures

Each competition day will follow a ‘Round Robin’ format whenever possible. The order of play will be decided immediately prior to the event starting when the exact number of teams present has been determined.

Game length will be dependant on the number of teams present and the number of pitches available. Each game will include a half time, whenever possible, but this may not always be practicable if time is at a premium.

The games will be run by central timing, with umpires stopping individual games for injury and, if the injury stoppage is more than 3 minutes, the umpires will take control of the timing of the match. Otherwise, the match length will run on central timing.

At each Round Robin competition points shall be awarded as follows:
Win    =  3 points

Draw  =  1 point

Kit

Shin pads are mandatory during all games and gum shields are STRONGLY recommended.

Hockey rules
England Hockey Quicksticks (U8s) and In2Hockey (U10s and U12s) rules apply (including GK equipment) except:

· Teams are allowed a maximum of 6 outfield players on the pitch at all times.
Umpiring
Two umpires are to be on the pitch at any one time (one must be a senior or experienced junior umpire). Young umpires should not be umpiring alone. 
Clubs are encouraged to bring with them junior umpires as this is a great opportunity to gain experience in a relatively pressure free environment.
Competition conduct
· No warming up at the side of or behind the pitch.

· Subs to take place from halfway line.

· Codes of conduct, found in this book, to be discussed with players, coaches and parents/spectators and adopted by each team.

· Fair play is to be encouraged at all times.
Codes of conduct
Players
1. Be a good sport.
2. Enjoy and improve your skills.
3. Treat people as you would like to be treated.
4. Do not bully or intimidate others.
5. Play by the rules.
6. Control your temper and your mouth!

7. Co-operate with officials.
8. Co-operate with your manager and coach.
9. Do your best.
10. Compete for your enjoyment.
Managers & coaches
1. Encourage young people to play by the rules.
2. Teach and show respect for opponents and officials.
3. Never enter the playing area during play.
4. Encourage your team in fair play.
5. Never use offensive or derogatory language.
6. Accept all umpiring decisions without comment.
7. promote sport for enjoyment.
8. Lead by example in all you do.
Parents & spectators
1. Promote participation in sport for fun.
2. Teach and show respect for opponents and officials.
3. Encourage young people to play by the rules.
4. Encourage and congratulate your children regardless of the result.
5. Never publicly question the judgement of an official.
6. Never use offensive of derogatory language.
7. Enjoy yourself!
